A1 Walaa wa-1 Baraa 


Wala' in Arabic Language: I n "Lisaan al-Arab", Ibn al-'A'raabee said 
that al-Muwaalaat (alliance, friendship) is said to exist between two 
people when one of them, finding the other engaged in some dispute 
with a third party, intervenes in order to arrive at a settlement between 
them, and having discovered a preference for one of them over the other 
he associates himself with him, taking up his side. He is then his friend 
and confidant. 

But the concept of Mawla' is a wide one. It could be the Lord, the 
Master, the Benefactor, the emancipator, the helper, the friend, the 
follower, the neighbour, the cousin, the ally, the brother-in-law, the 
slave, or the free slave. It is always based, however, upon assistance and 

affection. (" Lisaan al-Arab ", Ibn Mandhur, Vol.3/985, 986. See: "Al- 
Qaamus al-Muheet", Vol.4/294) 

Friendship is for mutual self-help and support. Al-Muwaalaat refers to 
support in Islam as Imam Shafi'i explained with regards to the Hadith of 
the Prophet Muhammad: "Whomsoever I am his supporter, Ali is also 
his supporter." (Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad on the authority of 
al-Bara', VolA/281, also on the authority of Zaid Ibnul Arqam, 
VolA/368, 370, 372. Tirmidhi narrated it in Al-Manaaqib', Vol.9/300, 
Hadith 3714. He classified this Hadith as Hasan Sahih Gharib) 

Likewise Allah states in the Qur'an: 

That is because Allah is the Mawla’ (ally) of those who believe, and the 
disbelievers have no Mawla' (ally). (Muhammad 47/11) 

Alliance is the opposite of enmity, the ally is the opposite of the enemy. 
Allah says, relating the words of Ibrahim: 

O my father! I am afraid for you that some punishment from the 
Beneficent One should seize upon you that you would become an ally of 
the devil. (Maryam 19/ 45) 

Ta'lab said: "Whoever worships something other than Allah has taken it 
as his ally", Allah says: Allah is the ally of those who believe. (Al- 
Baqarah 2/257) 

He is their ally in victory over their opponents and in the raising up of 


their religion over that of those who differ with them. It is also said that 
the meaning of "their alliance" in the verse is that Allah will take it upon 
himself to reward them according to their good actions. To be an ally of 
someone is to draw near to him, but to be in alliance or clientage is to 
follow. 

As for entering into a pact, it can mean either to turn away from 
something or to turn towards it, as Allah says: 

And if you turn away He will exchange you for some other folk. 

(Muhammad 47/38) 

That is, if you turn your backs on Islam. On the other hand it can mean 
to turn towards someone, as in the verse. 

And whoever turns towards them in alliance is one of them. (Al- 
Ma'idah 5/51) 

Meaning whoever follows them and assists them. 

According to the dictionary, the word 'ally' has an active sense, Allah is 
the ally of those who believe. (Al-Baqarah 2/257) but it could also have a 
passive sense; the believer is the ally of Allah, his bond to Him is one of 
allegiance, that is to say that the believer follows Allah. 

Al-Bara’ in Arabic language means Severance: severance is to leave off 
something; it is to walk away from something or to distance oneself 
from it. "Barii"' means to heed a warning and so excuse oneself from 
something; to be free of obligation. Thus Allah says in Surah at- 
Tawbah, verse: 1 "Freedom from Allah and His messenger to those of 
the idolaters with whom you have made a treaty." 

Likewise in this report of Abu Hurayra; Omar had asked him to do 
something which he refused to do, and so, he criticised by saying, 
"Yusuf used to chase after work." Abu Hurayrah replied, "I am free of 
Yusuf and Yusuf is free of me." (This Hadith is mentioned by Ibnul 
Athir in his book: 'An-Nihaaya fi Ghareebi al-Hadith", Vol.1/112. 
Revised by Zawi and Tanahi) 

That was not meant as a comparison between Yusuf and him, but only 
an analogy. He did not say that he was free of all association with him, 
nor free of affection for him, in the sense of denial, because affection (for 
him) and alliance (with him) is part of faith. 

The night of severance is the night when the moon is free of sunlight; it 
marks the first day of each lunar month. ("Lisaan al-Arab" 1/183, 'Al- 


Qamus al-Muheet" 1/8) 


Ibn Taimiyya has said, 

"The declaration of faith, iThere is no god but Allahi, requires you to 
love only for the sake of Allah, to hate only for the sake of Allah, to ally 
yourself only for the sake of Allah, to declare enmity only for the sake of 
Allah; it requires you to love what Allah loves and to hate what Allah 
hates. It also requires you to ally yourself to the Muslims wherever you 
find them and to oppose the disbelievers even if they are your closest 
kin/' (Ibn Taimiya, al- Ihtijaj bill- Qadar, p.62) 


ALLIANCE: 

Alliance has a technical meaning as well. In this sense it means to help, 
to love, to honour, to respect something, and to stand next to like 
minded people both outwardly and inwardly. Allah has said: "Allah is 
the Wfl/z" of those who believe. He brings them out of darkness into 
light. But as for those who disbelieve, their Awliya' (allies) are Taaghut *, 
they bring them out of light into darkness." (Al-Baqarah, verse: 257) 

To become allied to the disbelievers means to draw near to them, to 
show devotion to them in word and deed and intention. ("The Book of 
Eemaan ", Naim Yasin, p.145) 

SEVERANCE: 

For severance, it too has a technical sense; that is, to take heed of a 
warning, to disassociate oneself from something, to avoiding it totally 
and showing enmity towards it. 

Ibn Taymiyyah said: "Alliance is the opposite of enmity. Alliance is 
based on affection and closeness whilst, enmity is based on animosity 
and distance." 

The ally is one who is near, as in 'he is his ally' meaning he is near to 
him. Thus the Prophet said: "Render unto all heirs their due and what is 
left shall go to the male next of kin." ( Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al- 
Fara'id, 12/11 Hadith 6732. Muslim, Kitab al-Fara'id, 3/1233, Hadith 
1615) 

That is, to the nearest male relative. So if the ally of Allah is someone 
who approves of and follows Him in what He likes and in what pleases 
Him, who avoids what He dislikes and what angers Him, who fulfills 
his obligations and leaves aside what has been forbidden to him, then 
whoever is opposed to this allegiance is opposed to Allah. As Allah has 
says: 

O you who believe, do not take my enemies and your enemies as allies. 


showing them affection. ( Al-Mumtahinah , verse: 1) 

Indeed, whoever opposes an ally of Allah has opposed Allah, and who 
is opposed to Him fights against Him. Thus the Hadith, "Who is 
opposed to an ally of mine has thrown the gauntlet down before me." 

( Al-Furqan , Ibn Taymiya, p.7. The Hadith also appears in Sahih al- 
Bukhari, "Kitab ar-Raqa'iq", with a slightly different narration) 

When Allah granted love and brotherhood, alliance and solidarity to the 
believers He also forbade them totally from allying themselves to 
disbelievers of whatever hue, be they Jews or Christians, atheists or 
polytheists. It is a fundamental principle, upon which all Muslims agree, 
that every believer, every Unitarian Muslim, must abandon all things 
which legally compromise him, which take him out of Islam and which 
demand his affection, allegiance and succour for the enemies of Allah. 
Whoever is opposed to such a compromise must despise, revile, 
struggle against it with all his effort and might. In both word and deed 
he must draw near to Allah. 

Since both allegiance and severance rely at the source upon love and 
animosity, it becomes a fundamental aspect of faith that one love the 
Prophets and their followers for the sake of Allah, and that one despise 
His enemies and the enemies of His messengers for His Sake. ("Al- 
Fata'wi as-Sa'diyya ", Abdur Rahman Bin Sa'di 1/98) 

Ibn Abbas is reported to have said, "Who loves for the sake of Allah and 
despises for the sake of Allah, who takes both his friend and his enemy 
for the sake of Allah, indeed his desire in this is but for the alliance of 
Allah, but the mass of the people have come to choose their associates 
only out of their concern for the things of this world, and this none will 
benefit." 

If the scion of the Ummah had already mentioned that the people of his 
time had become excessively concerned with worldly affairs, and his 
was the best generation of all time, then people today must be aware, 
must have an idea, of whom to love and whom to hate, with whom they 
should ally themselves and against whom they should be pitted. 
Everyone should measure himself up against the Qur'an and the Sunnah 
in order to get a clear view of himself, will he be amongst the ranks of 
Shaytan and his minions, the clear losers in this world and the next, or 
will he be amongst the ranks of the believers, the party of the faithful 
who are assured success. 

But if we are ruled by worldly concerns in the matter of choosing our 


friends and associates, as Ibn Abbas said, then we will find these friends 
as fleeting and ephemeral as the world itself, and so the nation will find 
no defence against its enemies. 

Even today we find that materialism and worldliness have come to 
dominate the hearts of most of the people but this will not benefit 
anyone. 

The method of the Qur'an and the Sunnah is at the root of the doctrine 
concerning the ties of friendship and their severance. This is entirely 
consistent with the history of the Prophet's actions, both at Makkah and 
later at Madinah. 

Allah says: 

On the day when those who were followed disown those who followed 
them, and they see the torment, then all their relations will be cut off 
from them. And those who followed will say, Tf a return were possible 
for us, we would disown them as they have disowned us’. Thus Allah 
will show them their own deeds as anguish for them, and they will 
never emerge from the Fire. (Al-Baqarah, verses: 166-167) 

There is no doubt but that this is the condition of whoever takes for his 
friend and ally anyone but Allah and His Messenger. Allying himself to 
him, seeking redress from him, pleasing himself with what they like, 
and despising what they dislike. His works are entirely in vain. He will 
see them cast down on the Day of Resurrection despite their number 
and despite the extreme effort and exertion which he had made, so long 
as he had failed to ally himself for the sake of Allah and His Messenger; 
to fight for this, to love for this and to hate for this; so long as all of his 
effort and all of his actions have not been for Allah and His Messenger. 

On that Day all connections and all associations will be severed except 
for those which were for the sake of Allah. Good fortune is his whose 
migration was for Allah and His Messenger, whose worship was for 
Allah alone, who loved for Allah and hated for Allah, who granted and 
forbade for His Sake, who sealed a friendship or declared animosity for 
His Sake, whose drawing near and whose staying clear was for His 
Sake, who followed the Messenger and who denounced and abandoned 
all who differed with his Sunnah and his guidance. (Ibn al-Qayyim al- 
Jawziya, "Ar-Risala at-Tabukiyya", p.51) 

Both the Book and the Sunnah have enjoined the community to love for 
the Sake of Allah, hate for His Sake, and to take both friends and 
enemies for His Sake; to the point that one would prefer to be cast into 


the flames rather than return to disbelief, after having been saved by 
Allah from it. 

Allah says: 

"Let not the believers take disbelievers for their friends in preference to 
believers. Whoever does this has no connection with Allah unless you 
are guarding yourselves against them as a precaution. Allah bids you to 
beware (only) of Himself. And to Allah is the journeying." (Al-i Imran 
3/28) 

And also: 

"O you who believe! Do not take the Jews and the Christians for friends. 
They are friends of one another. And whoever of you takes them for 
friends is (one) of them. Surely Allah does not guide wrongdoing 
people." (al Maida 5/51) 

Imam Ahmad reports from Jarir ibn Abdullah that the Messenger of 
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, made him swear an 
oath to ioffer counsel to every Muslim and to steer clear of every 
disbeliever.! (Imam Ahmad, Musnad, 4/357- 8) 

Ibn Shayba reports that the Messenger of Allah said: 

"The strongest bond of faith is love for the sake of Allah and enmity for 
His sake." (Abu Bakr Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Shaybah (d.235 
AH), Kitab al- Iman) 

Ibn Abbas reports that the Messenger of Allah said, 

"The strongest bond of faith is loyalty for the sake of Allah and 
opposition for His sake, love for the sake of Allah and enmity for His 
sake." (AtTabarani, al Kabir) 

Ibn Abbas is also reported to have said, 

"Whoever loves for the sake of Allah, and hates for the sake of Allah, 
and whoever seals a friendship for His sake, or declares an enmity for 
His sake, will receive, because of this, the protection of Allah. No one 
may taste true faith except by this, even if his prayers and fasts are 
many. People have come to build their relationships around the 
concerns of the world, but it will not benefit them in any way." (Ibn 
Rajab al- Hanbali, Jamiiali- Ulum wail- Hikam, p.30) 

Sulaiman ibn Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahhab explained 
the words of Ibn Abbas by saying that the meaning of ito seal a 
friendship for the sake of Allahi indicates the obligation of establishing 
relationships of love and trust for His sake; this is friendship for the sake 


of Allah. It also indicates that simple affection is not enough here; 
indeed what is meant is a love based upon alliance. This entails 
assistance, honour, and respect. It means being with those whom you 
love both in word and deed. 

As for ienmity for the sake of Allahi, it includes the obligation to declare 
enmity for His sake: opposition for the sake of Allah. It is to declare 
opposition in deed, to take up arms against His enemies, to shun them, 
and to stay far from them both in word and deed. This proves that 
simple opposition of the spirit is not enough, and that it must be a 
complete honouring of your commitment, for Allah says: 

"There is a good example for you in Ibrahim and those with him, when 
they told their people: lSurely we disassociate ourselves from you and 
all that you worship beside Allah. We have done with you. And there 
has arisen between us and you enmity and hate for ever until you 
believe in Allah only." (Mumtahina 60:4) (Muhammad ibn Abdul 
Wahhab, Shark Kitab at- Tawhid, p.422) 

All this leads us to conclude that loyalty for the sake of Allah really 
means to love Allah and to come to the assistance of His deen; it is to 
love those who are obedient to Him and to come to their help. 
Opposition for the sake of Allah is to feel anger at the enemies of Allah 
and to struggle against them. Because of this Allah has called the first 
group the iparty of Allahi and the second the iparty of Satani: 

"Allah is the Protecting Guardian of those who believe. He brings them 
out of darkness into light. As for those who disbelieve, their patrons are 
false deities. They bring them out of light into darkness. Such are 
rightful owners of the Fire. They will abide therein." (Baqara 2:257) 

And He says: 

"Those who believe do battle for the cause of Allah; and those who 
disbelieve do battle for the cause of idols. So fight the friends of Satan. 
Surely Satanis strategy is always weak." (Nisa 4:76) 

It is well known that Allah has never sent a Prophet on His mission 
without also raising up opponents against him. Allah says: 

"Thus have We appointed for every prophet an adversary devils from 
mankind and the jinn who inspire in one another plausible words that 
are deceiving." (A'nam 6:112) 


